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October 27, 1962 
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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY McNAMAHA 


Today U. S. unarmed reconnaissance aircraft; conducting sur- 
veillance of the buildup of the offensive weapons secretly introduced 
into Cuba by the Soviet Union, were fired upon. Such surveillance 
operations were in accordance with the resolution adopted on Octo- 
ber 23, 1962, by the Organ of Consultation of the Inter- American 
System under the provisions of the Rio Treaty of 1947. To insure 
that the nations of the Western Hemisphere continue to be informed 
of the status of the threat to their security, it is essential that such 
reconnaissance flights continue. The possibility of further attack on 
cur aircraft and the continued buildup of the offensive weapons systems 
in Cuba require that we be prepared for any eventuality. 

Therefore, tonight, acting under the authority granted me by 
Executive Order 11G58, dated October 23 ? l?62 f I have instructed the 
Secretary of the Air Force to order to active duty 24 troop carrier 

squadrons of the Air Force Reserve with their associated support 
units. 
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